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PROJECT REPORT 


EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE OF B.C. 


NORTH 60° WEST 110° 


A STUDY OF LIFE IN THE NORTH 


During the winter of 1972 my wife and I were contemplating the 
following summer's vacation and at the same time talking about the lack of 
a co-ordinated programme on the culture of the North, specifically Canada's 
Yukon Territory and to a lesser degree, that of the Northwest Territories 
and Alaska. 


We had been contemplating an extended Yukon holiday for a number 
of years. My wife had a teaching appointment in Dawson City in 1962 
and had many friends to revisit. I had only spent a limited time in 
Whitehorse and district during 1969. 


Our preparation took most of the winter including writing letters and 
updating information obtained years previously. We also had to have an 
outline of our intentions to prepare including route to plan, provisions 
for many weeks on the road to get together and transportation requirements 
to decide upon. 


By the following June we had everything together and even a 
couple of days to spare. Early in the month we set out for our first 
objective. This was Whitehorse, Yukon Territory by way of Vancouver, our 
home base; Pemberton and four-wheel driving to Lillooet, Williams Lake, 
Prince George, Burns Lake, Hazleton, Kitwanga; along the banks of the 
Nass River to Meziadin Lake where we hoped to camp; Stewart for gas and 
then north of the Stewart-Cassiar Highway to Watson Lake; then the Alaska 
Highway to Whitehorse where our research project really began. 


The study we have completed is a unit plan for teachers of Social 
Studies 10, 11 or 12 with day to day lesson plans. The study may be used 


in any aspect of the discipline Anthropology, Archaeology, Socialogy, History 


or Geography or whichever area you decide to concentrate, there should be 
ample material available to you for your purpose. 


The study was initially broken down into specific areas of which 
there are five, followed by five secondary or informative sections. The 
five specific areas are: db Where is it? 

2. What is it? 

3. Life Styles 

4. Present Problems 
5. Future Outlook 
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A STUDY OF LIFE IN THE NORTH 


Section I - Is a physical description of the area we were interested iil 
which in turn was the title of our study North 60 , West 110°. We believed 
that it was important that students realized the geographical, topographical, 
climate and political boundaries of the area. Ecology, although initially 
we thought worthy of mention became perhaps one of the major concerns later 
in the study. 


Section II —- The people are the life of the north. The history, settlement 
patterns, ethnic background and deployment of people in the north answer 
many questions about the north to which research has been directed. The 
Gold Rush is perhaps central in the text being an integral part of northern 
development. 


Section III - This chapter is devoted to the life styles of the people. 
The White Pass and Yukon Corporation holds the key to Yukon prosperity 
and has guided the economy throughout its existance as a Territory. 
Various mining companies have come and gone. Many have sprung up in 
recent years and have stayed building the economy while government and 
educational responsibilities have expanded with the economic growth. 


Section IV - There are many problems in the north yet to solve. We could 
of course say that with any area of the world. The problems N60 are 
however in the forefront of Canadian and World opinion in the present 
decade. The Native Land Claims issue has been resolved with some 
satisfaction in Alaska but in Canada we lag behind. The Berger Commission 
will hopefully resolve some of the issues. Oil and gas; we are all 

aware of these problems. One way of resolving the issues in class is 
through the simulation game which we developed on the future of the north. 


Section V - What is in store for the future? A chapter that is constantly 
open for research and new ideas. What a marvellous opportunity because of its 
growing importance, in planning an orderly, aesthetically pleasing and 
meaningful development of our northern lands. The future for the most 

part is in our hands. Will we fail in our deliberations or can we salvage 
some of the impending disaster? 


Section VI to X - (Plus the bibligraphy). Enrich the whole project by 
providing the additional information so necessary to a study of this kind. 


The grant of $200 which we obtained from the Education Research Institute 
of British Columbia was spent on educational material such as books, maps, 
guided tours, visits to museums, purchase of slides and similar expenses. 
We did in fact spend a good deal more research material than we had 
originally anticipated. Our enthusiasm has had its reward in the wealth 
of literature that we have and still are collecting for the ongoing study 
about the north. The pleasure and interest derived from such a study we 
hope, is an inspiration to others. 


John & Virginia Meachin 
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CONTENTS 


1. Where is it? - A physical description of the North including: 


a) Location - geographical and 
political boundaries 


b) Topograpiny 


c) Climate 
d) Ecology 
ll. What is it? - It's people 


a) Who are they and how did they get there? 
~ History (primarily of the Yukon) 


ta) Pre-Colld Xusn (Explorers, H.B.C. ; 
trappers etc.) 


2. Gold Rush 
3. Post Gold Rush to present. 
Settlement Patterns 
b) Who are its people? 
1. Ethnic Group in the Yukon Territory. 
3 Ethnic Group in the North West Territories. 
3. Social and Ethnic Group in Alaska U.S.A. 
4, Factors determining and/or affecting 


settlement and Life Styles. 


c) <A comparative analysis of Alaska and 
the Yukon Territory. 


TEi. Life Styles 


a) Employment 
1. White Pass and Yukon Route 
2. Mining Industry 


- Company mining information 
Anvil Mining Corporation 
Whitehorse Copper Mines Ltd. 
United Keno Hill Mines Ltd. 
Clinton Creek Asbestos Mining Operation 
of Cassiar Asbestos Ltd. 
Butchers Shop price list 1. August, 1972 
Asbestos 
Item of interest concerning the mining 
section of the project. 
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Life Styles (continued) 


3. Retail Sector and Individual Enterprise 
4, The Forest Industry 


5. Recreation and Tourism 


b) Government 

- Government in Alaska 

~ Government in the Yukon Territory 

- Government in the Northwest Territories 
e} Educational Opportunities 

- Public Schools 

- Separate Schoois 

—- Carcross Community 

- Indian Education 


- Vocational Education 


IV. FPresent Problems 


a) Transient or Semi-transient 
population and political confusion. 


b) Native Land Claims 


- A comparison with Alaska 
Native Land Claims Act 1973. 


c) Oil and Gas 
~ MacKenzie proposal. 
- Prudhoe Bay pipeline announcement 
- Oil Tankers - Ownership of Arctic waters. 
V. Future Outlook 
- Government plans 
- Research and the Researched 
- Expansion by private enterprise 


- Yukon Territory, N.W.T., and 
Alaska Analgamation. 


VI. The Future N 60 W110 - A simulation game on the future of the 
Canadian North. 


VII. Information on old locomotives at Dawson City, Yukon Territory by 
Alan Innes-Taylor F.R.G.S. 


VIII. A brief history of the Yukon. IMs Warner, 1972. 


IX. Maps, suggestions for Yukon canoe travel. Dawson City. What to see and 
do. 


ae Films of the Yukon. Where to get information, additional addresses. 


bibliography 


O7160 Pam: 371.214: (*41N) 
MEA j 


MEACHIN, John and MEACHIN, 
AUTHOR Virginia. 
North 60 - west 110: a study of 


TITLE 


DATE ; 
LOANED BORROWER'S NAME 














ae see | 
tej lcs Dac 
Pam: Fad cod 4s (*41N) MEA 


MEACHIN, John and MEACHIN, 
Virginia. 


North 60 degrees-west 110 
degrees tsa study of siite ing... 











educational research 
institute of 
british columbia 


suite 400, 515 west 10th avenue, vancouver, b.c. VSZ4A8 8733801 





